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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Prior to the examination of the above-identified patent application, please enter the 
following amendments and consider the following remarks. 

AMENDMENTS 

In The Specification 

Add the following statement on page one, after the Title and before the Background 
of the Invention: 

—This patent application is a continuation of copending U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/100,100, filed June 19, 1998, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 
08/676,458, filed July 8, 1996, now U.S. Patent No. 5,823,948.- 



In The Claims : 

Please delete claims 1-6 and 15-36, without prejudice. 



In re Appln. of James E. Ross 
Application No. 



REMARKS 

Conclusion 

The application is considered in good and proper form for allowance, and the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to pass this application to issue. If, in the opinion of the Examiner, a 
telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of the subject application, the Examiner is 
invited to call the undersigned attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: July 9, 2001 



Mark Joy, Reg. No.^562 

One of the Attorneys for Applicant(s) 

LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYER, LTD. 

Two Prudential Plaza, Suite 4900 

180 North Stetson 

Chicago, Illinois 60601-6780 

(312)616-5600 (telephone) 

(312)616-5700 (facsimile) 
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